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Overview

Nicaragua was originally conquered during the time of conquistadors as an early Spanish colony during the 16th century, and became independent in the mid-nineteenth century.  Since that time there have been a multitude of governmental entities in place from the British government to Marxist guerrillas.  The United States was involved in the liberation of the Nicaraguan guerrilla government during the 1980’s and since that time they have successfully held several open elections.  Since that time the country’s economy has slowly been rebuilt, although they have faced many hardships in doing so.

Political
Nicaragua is governed by the Republic of Nicaragua.  Their political system is divided into fifteen departments or regions and is governed by one central entity.  The country’s Head of Government and Chief of State is Enrique BOLANOS Geyer.  Geyer is a member of the Liberal Constitution Party or PCL.  He is assisted by the Vice President Jose RIZO Castellon.  These two political officials are elected by the people and serve five year terms.  Additionally the Geyer appoints a Council of Ministers which is the equivalent of the Cabinet of the President of the United States.  
Legal
Nicaragua uses a civil legal system, somewhat similar to the system used by the United States.  The legal branch of the government is regulated by their Supreme Court.  There are sixteen judges that sit atop this division of government.  This group has the ability to veto Presidential decisions.
Economic

Sadly enough Nicaragua is one of the hemisphere’s poorest countries with a GDP of $11.6 billion or a GDP per capita of $2,300.  Their economy is divided into three main categories, agriculture, service and industry.  The largest segment is the service industry which a whopping 45.7% of their working population is involved in.  Second is the agriculture industry which comes in at 28.9% and third is the industry sector which comes in at 25.4%.  

It is estimated that 50% of Nicaragua’s population lives at below poverty levels.  In comparison with the United State’s rate of only 12% it appears as if Nicaragua, like most third world countries, is in dire straits.  Nicaragua also appears to have strong ties with Canada in regards to their imports and exports.  

Social

After years of abuse by foreign leaders, Nicaragua is in a state of restructuring and healing from the centuries of damage that has been done.  A large percentage of the Nicaraguan people live in poverty after their previous rulers raped the country of its money and resources.  Needless to say, the general population is having a very difficult time surviving let alone prospering.
Cultural

Nicaragua’s cultural heritage has been demolished by years of war, earthquakes and hurricanes.  Centuries of colonization have also proven to wreak havoc upon the Nicaraguan heritage.  The Pacific coast was colonized by the Spanish during the 16th century.  Remnants of their Spanish history are displayed through the large number of Catholics in the western and central areas of the country.  On the Caribbean coast the remnants of English settlement are also visible.  The national language of the country is Spanish, but there is a large percentage of the population that also speaks English.  Nicaraguan people tend to be laid back and relaxed, enjoying the company of others as well as their siestas after lunch.  Poetry and art are also popular within their society.
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